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experience he had in Norway in 1899 and continues, " He thought
there was rather a big difference between this poor fisherman in a
desolate part of Norway, who regularly read his newspaper, and knew
the details of the Dreyfus case, and the prosperous traders of Siberia,
who did not even know with whom their country was at war when
they themselves were called to the colours." According to Nansen,
no one in Krasnoyarsk could tell why there was a mobilisation at the
time of the Boxer Rising. All that he could find out was that the
Tsar was at war with the Yoltun Tsars. In writing of the Samoyeds,
Nansen states how they complained to him bitterly of the heavy
taxes levied on them. There was a poll tax on adult males of 10J
roubles, for which they obtained nothing in return; no schools, no
priests, no doctors, and no roads. Further, they had lost their fishing
rights to the Russians. A Russian official turns up, finds out who of
the natives speaks Russian, and informs the rest of the tribe, through
him, that they must elect him as their chief. This chief is won over
with drink and gifts and becomes a henchman of the Government.
Of the Ostyaks, Nansen writes: " They are rapidly dying out. They
are all in debt to the traders, who make them drunk first and then
take their furs for a bottle of vodka. The native is entirely dependent
on the trader's valuation of his and their goods. The whole Samoyed
race is rapidly declining in contact with European civilisation. In the
north they are subj ect to the ravages of epidemics, in the south syphilis
is added to them. The infant mortality is about 50 per cent of births/*
The Bolshevik Revolution brought about a complete change in the
country's attitude to the non-Russian nationalities, though the policy
now practised met with a certain amount of opposition from Men-
shevik-minded members of the Communist Party. Soon after the
Revolution the question of nationalities and  national  minorities
presented itself for solution. There were members of the Communist
Party who held that the international State could best be reached by
absorbing all the various nationalities into one Soviet State, with
Russian as the official language. To this point of view Lenin and
Stalin were vehemently opposed. They insisted that the international
State could only be achieved through free and cultured nationalities;
that every large national area in the country must be a free Union
Republic, with the right of secession. Lenin and Stalin won, and how
right they were may be judged by the present conditions, economic
and social, of the nationalities and national minorities. The Declara-
tion of Freedom for National Minorities issued by the Council of
National Minorities was signed by Lenin, Stalin, and other members
of the Communist Party, It proclaimed: